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This special issue reflects the scientific programme of the International Colloidal
Dispersions in External Fields Conference (CODEF II) that took place in
Bonn-Bad Godesberg from 31 March-2 April 2008. This is the second
conference in a series that started in 2004 when the first CODEF meeting was
held. The proceedings of the first CODEF meeting were summarized in a
previous special issue (Journal of  Physics: Condensed Matter 16 (issue 38)). The
present issue represents recent progress in this rapidly developing field.

The CODEF meeting series is held in conjunction with the German—Dutch
Transregional Collaborative Research Centre SFB TR6 with the title Physics of
Colloidal Dispersions in External Fields. Scientists working within this network
as well as international invited guest speakers contributed to these meetings.

The contributions in this issue are organized according to the type of different
fields applied namely:

bulk (no external field)

shear flow

electric field

magnetic and laser-optical field
confinement

We would like to thank the CODEF II sponsors (Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft and MWFZ Mainz) for their financial support.
Furthermore, we thank IOP Publishing for their willingness to publish the
proceedings of this conference as a special issue.
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